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Business Report

Algiers Pomnt
making strides
on the trail to
a comeback

By Christine Richard staff Writer

WHEN BARBARA LONGWORTH bought her
Victorian-era single shotgun home in Algiers

~ Point in 1991, the house was uninhabitable, she
says. Vandals had stripped the interior, electric
wires hung useless and the plumbing was rusted.
Its condition was not unique — many turn-of-the-
century bungalows and older homes in the neigh-
borhood were in similar shape, she says.

In the nine years since, Algiers Point, a part of
Old Algiers on the West Bank, has done an
about-face. Instead of blighted streets with occa-

: sional renovations, the ratio has reversed. In fact,
Ed Cooper says . prospective home buyers will have a difficult time
improvements to finding a home selling for less than $100,000 in
Peters Road can’t come 5 Algiers l"oint, says Latter & Blum Inc. /Realtors
‘ agent Dianne Lambert. Prices have increased
phenomenally, she says. “Renovations are
exquisite, comparable to vintage homes in
Uptown New Orleans.”

Longworth, also a Latter & Blum agent, sold an
Algiers Point home last year for more than
$300,000 — a landmark price, she says, especially
considering thatjust six years ago many homes were
selling for about $40,000. Houses don’t stay on the
market for more than 60 days, she says, while not so
long ago properties sat vacant for years.

Algiers Point is one of the oldest neighbor-
hoods in the city, settled in 1719, and has the
best-preserved housing stock in the city, says
Longworth says. Another reason people flock
there, she says, is its proximity to downtown and

 the French Quarter via the Canal Street ferry.
Only a half-mile of water and about seven minutes
separate Algiers Point from the east bank.

It is also a neighborhood, in the true sense of
the word, “where (people) still sit outside on the
stoop,” Longworth says.

Crime in the district is extremely low, says
Darlene Bairnsfather, president of the Algiers
Police Advisory Committee. According to New
Orleans Police Department crime statistics, the
Fourth District, which encompasses only Algiers,
had the lowest number of reported crimes in 1999.

While residential revitalization has skated
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soon enough
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“By connecting the industrial riverfronts
of Harvey, Gretna and Marrero, the 18-
wheeler traffic wouldn’t get lost in the city of
Gretna and it would have a direct link to the
bridge,” Harris says. “Now, you have a lot of
underutilized industrial space, so access to
transportation is a big selling point.”

While the estimated cost of the Fourth
Street project is $3 muillion, Harris thinks it
can get off the ground with a $1.6 million
allocation for the land purchase and design.
Then the state could apply for a 20%
matching grant from the federal Urban Aid
program to fund the construction, he says.

The state law authonizing the use of toll
revenue for these road improvements also
mandates that four projects designed to
expedite bridge traffic safely be completed
before money is spent on anything else,
Clarkson says. :

“The first mandate was to paint the
bridge, which we've started,” Clarkson says.
That $42 nullion project is on track, with an
estimated three years left to complete it. “It’s
a slow process, because it’s done in phases,
and we've finished Phase II now.”

The other mandated projects are the
opening of the bridge’s higher occupancy
. vehicle lane to cars with two or more occu- ) Y y E I

pants, which has been accomplished OU VE ARNED T

through a bill Clarkson wrote; the installa-

tion of video technology, which is in Tower GOZd Servlces
progress; and the establishment of an addi-
tional toll lane for Algiers, which has yet to Make more money. Save more money. All on the services

be done. you use every day. Tower Gold™ Services provides:
A new computer system and a light
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" ‘ hicles il i * Higher Interest and Easy Access to Your Money
screen that can register vehicles with multi- e Balance Annual Percentage Yield*
ple axles were installed earlier this year. The * Person-to-Person Customer Service <$10.000 Regular Savinggé Rate
video technology package will be complete * Exclusive Discounts on Select Banking Products $10 000 - $24.999 5.13%APY
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“When you go through a toll tag lane

with a toll tag, it clicks in the machine and
you keep going,” Clarkson says. “You
won’t get stuck behind an arm. If some-
body tries to go through without a toll tag,
it doesn’t hold up the whole lane.” HlBERNlA
Instead, the camera will take a picture of Where service matters™
the license plate and the vehicle’s owner
will be sent a bill.

To sign up, call toll-free: 1-888-755-BANK (2265),
g0 online at www.hibernia.com, or visit any convenient banking office.

Tower Gold Services is available for business customers who maintain a $5,000 or greater average collected balance in a Hibernia business checking account. Tower Gold Services is also available for individuals who maintaina
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Transportation Committee, would like to
see the toll revenue surplus used to pay off
the bond indebtedness of the bridge, once | _ [ ‘ FIRIRRIRIR RIRRIRRI R

expenses such as painting, maintenance ’ ’ ' ¢
and police services have been taken care of. _ ; _ - . H A P P I N E Ss
He also would like to see the tolls reduced. | 2§ R |

Like Clarkson, he says the main focus
should be on providing safe and efficient
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transportation on the bridge, with other
expenditures taking a backseat. . T ) et )
“One of the problems is that politicians & C . S 5 ; N amners..
are looking at the bridge as a cash cow and is perfect for bang

wanting to get their hands on the money,” 1 - . » :  ; y0ur special events.
Heitmeier says. “I don’t see it that way. I | (g : '

see it as a means of transportation, and I
want to make sure that’s the way it stays.
“As far as the prioritization (of road
improvements), I will be working on that
with the community with the funds that are
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already in existence, and go from there’ ElneE IR R P R R P R R PR

Copyright © 2000. All rights reserved.



